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51ST CoNGRESS, } HOUSE OF REPRESENTA'riVES. 
1st Session. {
Ex. Doc. 
No. 99. 
RELIEF OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS OF LAKE SUPERIOR. 
LETTER 
FROM 
tHE ACTING SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY, 
TRANSMITTING, 
With accompanying papers, a, letter from the Sec·retary of the Interior rela-
tive to an immediate appropriation for the relief of the Chippewa ln-
ilictns of Lake Superior. 
JANUARY 13, 1890.-Referred to the Committee on I il' an Affairs and ordered to be 
printed. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Janua?·y JO, 1890. 
SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith, for the consideration of 
Congress, copy of a communication from the Secretary of the Interior 
of the 9th instant, and accompanying papers, in relation to an appro-
priation of $75,000 for the immediate relief of the Chippewa Indians 
of Lake Superior. 
Respectfully yours, 
GEO. S. BATCHELLER, 
Acting Secretary. 
The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, January 9, 1890. 
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith a communication re-
ceived from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, dated the Uth instant, 
in which be incloses for the action of the Congress a form of a joint 
resolut,ion providing an appropriation in the sum of $75,000 for the im-
mediate relief of the Chippewas of Lake Superior, located at the La 
Pointe Agency, in Wisconsin. 
The recommendation of the commissioner meets the approval of this 
Department, and would respectfully request that the su hject may re-
ceive the favorable action of the Oongres~. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
The SECRE'l'ARY OF 'l'HE TREASURY. 
GEO. CHANDLER, 
Acting Secretary. 
2 RELIEF OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS OF LAKE SUPERIOR. 
DEPARTMENT OF 1'HE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, Janua,ry 9, 1890. 
SIR: I have the honor to submit herewith a communication from M. 
A. Leahy, Indian agent at La Pointe Agency, Wis., dated the 4th in-
stant, su omitting estimates of appropriations required for subsisting 
and clothing the Chippewas of Lake Superior for the remainder of the 
current fiscal year. 
Owing to the fact that all timber sales have been suspended at the 
said agency, these Indians are left without the means of support. Here-
tofore they have supported themselves by contracting for cutting and 
selling the timber on the several reservations, but owing to the irreg-
ularities of last year, in the cutting· or contracting for cutting, no con-
tracts were authorized to be made this winter. They have no other 
means to support themselves. During the winter of 1887-'88 the In-
dians of the La Pointe Agency received $428,000 for timber cut upon 
their reservations, and during the winter of 1888-'89, $143,000. 
In the opinion of this office, an appropriation of $75,000 will be suffi-
cient to relieve their necessities and keep them from suffering, and with 
this end in view, I recommend that the Congress be requested to pro-
vide an appropriation in the sum named, by joint resolution, with the 
proviso that authority be granted to expend said sum in the discretion 
of the Depattment, either in open market or by contract, and with a 
further proviso that the said sum shall be re-imbursed to the United 
States out of any future receipts from sale of land or of timber cut upon 
their reservations. 
I inclose herewith a draft of the proposed joint resolution, together 
with copies of the estimates submitted by Agent Leahy. 
Very respectfully, 
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 
T. J. MORGAN, 
Commissioner. 
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE, 
La Pointe Agency, Ashland, Wis., January 4, 1890. 
SIR: In reply to Department letter '' F" of the 5th ultimo, I have the honor to 
transmit herewith estimates for the subsistence and clothing of the Chippewa Indians 
of Lake Superior for the remainder of the fiscal year ending June :30, H390 •• 
The estimate for rations is made from the 8th of January to the 30th of June, in-
clusive, one hundred and seventy-four days, and the prices attached are the lowest I 
have been able to secure for goods delivered on the several reservations. 
The rations are estimated for all the bands of the agency except the Bois Forte 
and the Grand Portage Indians, which are already partly supplied. 
Blankets are estimated for all the Indians of the agency, less two hundred and 
fifty already provided for the Bois Fortes. 
I also submit an estimate for thirty days' rations for the Red Cliff, Bad River, Lac 
Court Orielles, and Fond drt Lac Indians, numbering three thousand one hundred and 
eighty-eight persons. 
The immediate wants of the other bands of this agency are supplied. 
The thirty days' rations referred to should be provided at once, as many of these 
Indians are in a starving condition, especially the women and children, the aged and 
otherwise feeble. 
There is a pressing need of the blankets and clothing to protect them from the 
rigors of the severe winter weather which is already upon them, and they should be 
provided with as little delay as practicable. 
Very respectfully, 
Hon. T. J. MoRGAN, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
WaBhington, D. C. 
M.A. LEAHY, 
U. S. Indian Agent. 
RELIEF OP CHIPPEWA INDIANS OF LAKE SUPERIOR. 3 
Estimatejrw thirty clays' mtionsfol· three thousand on e hundred and eighty fight Indians 
of the Reel Cliff, Bad Rive1·, Fond duLac and Lac Co·urt Orielles band of Chippewas. 
9,564 pounds of bacon, at 11 cents .... ---· ...... ---- .................. . 
478 pounds of baking powder, at 45 cents ........................ ----
2, 868 pounds of beaus at 3t cents ................. . ................... . 
3, 826 pounds of coffee, at 24 cents ......................•.............. 
22, 910 pound~ of corn meal, at 1t cents .•••.........•.................. . 
47, 820 pounds of flour at 2t cents ................ - .. - .................. . 
95,640 pounds of pork, at !.i cents .... ------ ••••........ . ------ ......... . 
1,912 pounds of salt, at 1 cent ...... ---- ...............•......••....... 
1,912 pounds of soap, at 4 cents .... ---- ........ ---· .................. . 
66,948 pounds of sugar, at 8 cents ............ . ........................ . 
Total. .•• 
M.A. LEAHY, 
$1,052.04 
215.10 
100.38 
918.24 
343.65 
1,075.95 
5,738.40 
19.12 
76.48 
535.58 
10,074.94 
U. S. Indian Agent. 
Estintate of rations fm· three thousand eight hundt·ed and fm·ty -three Indians, f1·orn Janu-
m·y 8, 1890, to June 301 1890, one hundred and seventy-jour days. 
66,868 pounds bacon, at 11 cents ..•••...••••...•..............••...•••.. 
3,343 pounds baking-power, at 45 cents .........•..............•..•..... 
20,060 pounds beans, at 3t cents ...............•••••..•..•........••.... 
26,747 pounds coffee, at 24 cents ....................................... . 
167,170 pounds corn-meal, at lt cents ............................... .. 
334,341 pounds flour, at 2:1- cents ....................................... . 
668,682 pounds pork, at 6 cents ........................................ . 
13,373 pounds salt, at 1 cent .......................................... .. 
13,373 pounds soap, at 4 cents ......................................... . 
46,807 pounds sugar, at 7 cents ........................................ . 
$7,355.48 
1,504.35 
702.00 
6,419.28 
2,507.55 
7,522.67 
40 120.92 
133.73 
534.92 
3,276.49 
Total .......... _. . . . • • . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . • . • • . • • • . . . • . . . . • . . . . • . . . 70, 077. 39 
M.A. LEAHY, 
U. S. Indian Agent. 
Estimate of clothing required fm· the Bad Rivm·, Red Cliff, Lac Court Oreille8, I!'on du Lac, 
Grand Pm·tage, and Lac clu I!'lambeau bands of Chippewa Ind·ians, from January 8, 1890, 
to June 30, 1~90. 
2,303 pairs gray blankets (7 pounds), at $2.75 ......................... . 
1,434 pairs caps, at 50 cents .......................................... . 
500 c·aps (boy's size), at 40 cents ...................................... . 
5,398 pairs woolen drawers (size 34 to 44), at t:l7t cents ................. . 
2,000 pairs woolen drawers (size 24 to 34), at GO cents .................. . 
12,650 yards plaid dress goods (all wool), at 40 cents .................. .. 
1,430 yards jeans, at 24 cents ......................................... . 
1,4:24 Mackinaw jackets (24-onnce), at $2 ............................. . 
2,860 yards linsey, at 15 cents ....•.....• __ .......................... .. 
3,000 pairs woolen mittens, at 40 cents ................................ . 
2,699 pairs woolen over-socks, at 60 cents ............................. . 
1,144-pairs woolen over-socks (children's size), at 40 cents ............ .. 
1,434 pairs Mackinaw pants, at $1.S7t cents ........................... . 
1,265 shawls, at $2 ................................................... . 
2,000 woolen shirts (size 24 to 34), at 50 cents ......................... . 
5,098 woolen shirts (size 34 to 44), at 87t cents .................. ...... . 
2,699 pairs shoe packs, at $1.25 ....................................... . 
1,144 pairs shoe packs (children's size) at $1. ......................... .. 
5,:398 pairs woolen stockings, at 30 cents .............................. . 
~,288 pairs woolen stockings (children's size), at 25 cents .............. . 
$6,333.25 
717.00 
200.00 
4,723.25 
1,000.00 
5,060.00 
343.20 
2,868.00 
429.00 
1,200.00 
1,619.40 
457.60 
2,688.75 
2,530.00 
1,000.00 
4,723.25 
3,373.7G 
1,144.00 
1,619.40 
57~.(10 
Total. . . • • . . . . . . . . • • • . • . . • • . • • • • • • . . . • • . • • . . . • • . • • . . • . . • . . . . . . . . 4;!, GO 1. ~5 
M.A. LEAHY, 
U. S. Indian Agent. 
4 RELIEF OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS OP LAKE SUPERJOH. • 
.Joint resolntion provid·ingfor an app1·opriation fo1· the 1·efief of certain Chippewa Indians 
of the La Pointe Agency, Jifis. 
Whet·eas H has been the practice of the Chippewa India;;'; of the La Pointe 
Agency, for a number of years, to contract for cutting and selling timber on tLeir 
reservation to provide food aud other necessaries of life; and 
Whereas permission to do so bas been denied them by the Interior Department 
during the present winter, until proper legislation can be had on the subject.; and 
Whereas the failure to contract for cutting timber has already resulted in suffer-
ing, and some means must be provided for immediate relief; therefore be it 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep1·t,sentatives of the United States of America i.~ 
Congress assembled, That the sum of $75,000 be, and is hereby is, appropriated out of 
any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be immediately avail-
able, for the purpose of purchasing food and clothing for the Indians of the La Pointe 
Agency, and that in expending said money the Secretary of the Interior is authorized 
to make the purchaRes, in his discretion, either under contract or in open market ; 
Provided, however, That the amount hereby appropriated shall be re-imbursed to the 
United States out of the moneys hereafter realized from the sale of land, or timber, 
of such of the bands of Indians as have received the benefit of this appropriation . 
.. 
